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fication of Zikrs for the devout, there are amusements of story-
telling, conjuring, and rope-dancing.

I complete this enumeration of the positive duties of Islam with

THE PILGRIMAGE,

which is so far from carrying, like the rest, it own recommen-
dation with it, that it is open, not only to grave objections, but
even to ridicule. Mohammed sanctified to the honour of the
one true God the ceremonies of the ignorant heathen: and
ceremonies so unbecoming a man of sense, and so alien from
the grave manners of the East, as circuiting the temple,
sometimes running, and sometimes walking in slow procession,
the running seven times up and down an adjacent street, and
going into the environs to pelt the devil with stones, must pro-
duce in all who have not been taught from childhood to
respect them as meritorious in the sight of God, according to
their disposition, pity or contempt for so irrational and absurd
a scene, which has cost every worshipper so much toil, and in-
convenience, and expense. And such is their superstition,
that even the dead are sometimes made to perform these
rounds. Were we suddenly transported into the crowded
area, we 'should be amazed at the seeming insanity of thou-
sands, including the aged, and the learned, men of official rank,
and even of reputed wisdom, absorbed in the performance of
rites discreditable to rational beings, yet all more or less in
earnest, intent upon the fulfilment of what they believe to
be a duty. As far as I know, they have only been gazed
upon three times, by those who felt no higher interest in
the scene than the gratification of curiosity.* The visit of
Pitt, the first spectator, was compulsory, for he attended as
the slave of a Mahommedan master; the second was the cele-
brated German traveller, Burckhardt; and the third, Lieu-
tenant Burton, who has supplied us with additional infor-
mation, but found the pilgrimage itself, as described by his pre-
decessor, so accurate, that he has only reprinted it, with notes.
Burkhardt had long passed for a Mohammedan, and was fami-
liar with the language, and I avail myself of his information,

* An account of the religion and muimer.s of the Mohammedans. Exeter,
1704.